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SUBJECT: REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE HELD IN GABORONE 

REF: A. GABORONE 537 
B. LUSAKA 803 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1. THE TENTH REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE WAS HELD 
IN GABORONE MAY 19-23 AND WAS ATTENDED BY BOTSWANA, KENYA, 

LESOTHO, SWAZILAND, MALAWI, TANZANIA, UGANDA, ZAMBIA AND 
MOZAMBIQUE. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
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CHAIRED BY BOTSWANA, DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED AFRICAN 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, SATELLITE SERVICES TRAINING AND 
LIAISON IN BOTH COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORTATION. 

2. IN HIS OPENING ADDRESS TO THE CONFERENCE, MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE, INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING DANIEL KWELAGOBE CALLED 
THE LACK OF A GOOD COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK AMONG THE RESPECTIVE 
COUNTIRES QTE ONE OF THE MAJOR FACTORS INHIBITING THE GROWTH OF 
INTRA-AFRICAN TRADE AND COOPERATION UNQTE. HE NOTED THAT THE 
OAU HAD URGED THAT TOP PRIORITY BE GIVEN TO INSTALLATION OF 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES. KWELAGOBE ALSO NOTED WITH 
SATISFACTION THAT BOTH THE EAST-WEST TRANS-AFRICAN AND NORTH- 
SOUTH INTERNATIONAL HIGHWAYS ARE PROGRESSING. SUMMING UP, 
KWELAGOBE DESCRIBED THE CONFERENCE AS PART OF ACONTIENT-WIDE 
MOVEMENT IN NUMEROUS FIELDS WHICH QTE WOULE BRING GREAT BENEFITS 
TO OUR COUNTIRIES AND IS OF CRUCIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF OUR CONTINENT UNQTE. 

3. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY VIEWS SUCH ACTIVITIES AS THE 

REGIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE, ORGANIZED BY THE AFRICANS 
THEMSELVES, AS IMPORTANT COMPONENTS IN THE TYPE OF REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION OR COOPERATION MENTIONED IN REF A. 
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